l8o         THE END OF BORLEY RECTORY
be sure that they did occur: and it seems to me, therefore, that we
are entirely justified in asking the question, e Why did they occur?'
If the same or similar conclusions have already been reached by
you it may at least be of some interest that I have arrived at them
independently. If they have not, and you think there is something
in them, I should value your comments. I would only add that
this is not a jeu d*esprit. It seems to me that (again thanks to you)
we have here for the first time (so far as I know, but my knowledge
of the subject is mediocre) the possibility of testing the evidential
value of certain of these phenomena. If this is so it would be a great
pity to leave the case where it stands. There are at least two lines
of further investigation which can be followed up, and if they con-
firmed my conclusions it would be a striking triumph for psychical
research.
Yours very truly,
(Signed) W. J. PHYTHIAN-ADAMS
THE BORLEY HAUNT
The phenomena collected and recorded by Mr Harry Price
in his book on Borley Rectory1 strongly suggest that we have
here a genuine ' haunt/ The focus of their activity, in other
words, would seem to be a crime of a peculiarly distressing nature,
which has 'impregnated5 the spot with the thoughts (and some
of the actions) of the victims: and the stirring up of the ground
by the building of the new Rectory and the presence in it of its
living occupants have combined to release a new and powerful
outpouring of this inexplicable psychic energy. Let us at any
rate make this assumption, to which I would add another: this
is, that the objects brought specially to the notice of the investi-
gators, more particularly the 'apports,' were intended (no
matter by whom!) to assist their work as clues of a general nature
and can be relied upon on this understanding. For example, the
6 strange coat' apport is meant to indicate that the victim was a
woman, but not that she was the actual owner of the coat. Simi-
larly, the gilt Confirmation medallion (p. 59) means that she was
a Roman Catholic, but not that the medallion belonged to her.
(It may also suggest that she was a young Roman Catholic.)
Once again the French Revolution badge (p. 59) signifies that
she was a French woman, but not that she lived necessarily in
1 The Most Haunted House in England.